CITY  OF 


WELLS. 


URBAN  SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT  FOR  1894. 


To  The  Urban  Sanitary  Authority ,  Wells. 

January  21st,  1895. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  1894.  Following  the  order  observed  by  the 
County  Council  in  their  Annual  Abstract,  I  first  mention — 

The  Geology  of  the  District  (as  detailed  in  former  Reports)  “chiefly  Red  Marl,  with 
Beds  of  Gravel,  &c.,  and  towards  the  Mendip  range,  Lias  and  Limestone.” 

Occupation  of  Inhabitants,  “Agricultural,  &c.” 

Water  Supply. — The  great  majority  of  Houses  are  supplied  by  the  Water  Company, 
the  number  gradually  increasing. 

Drainage  is  on  the  whole  improving  year  by  year  ;  House  Drains  have  in  several 
instances  been  Examined  and  Cleansed.  The  extension  of  the  Deanery  Sewer,  will,  I  am 
informed  be  taken  in  hand  forthwith.  With  regard  to  Ventilation  of  the  Sewers  :  the  surface 
gratings  have  been  generally  removed,  those  only  remaining  which  are  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
City,  and  are  not  so  objectionable,  save  one  at  the  top  of  New  Street,  of  which  complaint  has 
been  made.  I  should  recommend  that  a  good  sized  pipe  ventilator  be  substituted,  if  practic¬ 
able,  especially  as  this  point  is  the  highest  level  of  the  sewer.  I  have  received  no  complaint  of 
the  ventilating  pipes  being  a  nuisance  since  my  last  Report,  and  the  one  particularly  mentioned 
in  that  Report,  as  being,  with  the  dwelling  house  adjacent,  about  to  be  examined  by  an  Expert, 
has  been  so  examined,  his  Report  coincided  with  my  expressed  opinion,  in  nearly  every 
particular. 

Prevalence  of  Disease. —  Scarlatina  and  Measles  have  been  epidemic.  As  to  the 
former,  in  the  first  known  case  the  patient  had  been  to  Weston  shortly  before  the  eruption 
appeared,  and  might  very  possibly  have  been  exposed  to  infection  there  or  during  the  journey. 
The  parents  being  at  first  unaware  of  the  nature  of  the  illness,  she  came  in  contact  with  other 
children,  before  she  was  seen  by  the  Medical  Man  who  notified  the  case  to  me  :  precautions 
were  at  once  taken  as  to  Isolation  and  Disinfection,  but  the  disease  had  been  already 
communicated  toothers,  and  cases  occurred  almost  simultaneously  in  several  parts  of  the  City. 
I  have  also  reason  to  think  that  some  cases  occurred,  where  no  medical  opinion  was  had,  and 
no  notification  was  made  ;  the  evidence  was  not  sufficiently  reliable  for  any  legal  steps  to  be 
taken,  but  in  one  case  where  a  lad  had  been  sent  to  school  while  Scarlatina  was  in  his  house 
and  who  had  communicated  the  disease  to  others — the  Father  was  summoned  before  the 


Borough  Bench  and  fined  for  the  breach  of  the  law.  In  another  case,  in  a  young  man,  your 
Inspector  discovered  that  he  had  been  out  while  in  the  peeling  stage,  notwithstanding  the 
printed  as  well  as  oral  directions  to  the  contrary  he  had  received.  This  case  was  at  the  time 
brought  to  your  notice,  but  you  thought  it  useless  to  prosecute,  as  a  conviction  would  scarcely 
be  obtained.  In  several  cases,  the  infection  has  been  traced  to  Concerts  and  other  assemblies 
where  persons  have  gone  from  infected  houses,  or  even  having  themselves  unknowingly  the 
disease  in  an  incipient  stage.  Against  this  mode  of  transmission  no  law  can  guard,  especially 
where  the  symptoms  are  so  slight  as  to  render  them  doubtful  even  to  the  medical  eye.  These 
remarks  apply  even  more  strongly  to  Measles,  the  infectivity  in  which  is  active  from  its  very 
commencement, — even  before  it  is  possible  to  be  sure  of  its  presence.  In  one  case  coming 
under  my  notice,  the  patient  who  considered  that  she  had  but  a  common  cold  was  at  a  public 
meeting  only  the  evening  before  the  eruption  appeared.  These,  and  similar  instances  will 
shew  the  difficulties  the  Authority  has  to  contend  with,  in  endeavouring  to  control  the  progress 
of  an  Epidemic  where  the  symptoms  are  so  slight  :  and  when,  as  at  the  season  just  passed, 
there  is  so  much  visiting  and  travelling  from  other  and  distant  places,  where  possibly  the 
diseases  are  existing.  Seven  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  (none  fatal)  have  occurred  ;  four  attribut¬ 
able  to  drinking  polluted  water,  as  fully  reported  at  the  time,  one  to  imperfect  drainage,  and 
two  uncertain.  One  case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified,  and  removed  at  once  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  soon  recovered.  4  deaths  from  Phthisis  and  4  from  Cancer  have  been  notified  ; 
3  Inquests  have  been  held,  1  “suicide”  and  2  “natural  causes.” 

The  Death  Rate  for  the  year  is  notably  a  low  one.  Last  year  I  called  your  attention 
to  the  decrease  in  the  annnal  Death  Rate,  that  for  1893  being  the  lowest  then  recorded. 
This  year  I  am  pleased  to  say,  it  is  lower  still.  It  was  in 
1885.  '86.  ’87.  ’88.  ’89.  ’90.  ’91.  ’92.  ’93.  ’94. 

20-07.  1809.  16-20.  19*18.  i6-io.  18-3.  17-4.  1 5 '5  3-  15*1.  1 3-61. 

The  low  average  maintained  during  the  past  3  years  may,  I  hope,  be  mainly  attribut¬ 
able  to  sanitary  measures  carried  out  by  the  Authority  and  its  officers — though  improved 
medical  aid  may  fairly  claim  a  share.  The  Zymotic  Rate  is  but  0-42. 

Two  Insanitary  Houses  were  reported  and  duly  cleansed.  The  four  houses  out  of 
repair,  mentioned  in  my  Report  of  last  year,  remain  untenanted. 

No  case  of  overcrowding  demands  a  special  notice,  those  that  were  known  were  remedied. 

Sanitary  Hostital. — One  case  of  Infectious  Disease  has  been  admitted,  as  alluded  to 

above. 

Slaughter-Houses,  Dairies,  and  Bake-Houses  have  been  duly  visited  by  your 
Inspector  and  myself,  together  or  separately,  and  found  in  a  satisfactory  state. 

T  he  Common  Lodging-Houses  have  been  regularly  visited  by  your  appointed  In¬ 
spector  and  reported  as  being  satisfactory. 

I  append  the  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and  the  usual  Statistical  Returns. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

H.  W.  LIVETT,  L.  R.  C.  P.  Ed., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES’ 

SUMMARY  OF  WORK  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1894. 

( Full  particulars  given  to  the  Authority  in  Monthly  Reports. ) 


Visits  and  Inspections  on  complaint  or  information,  as  entered  in  “  Inspector’s  Journal  ” 
Letters  and  Notices  served 
Visits  to  1 2  Slaughter-Houses 
Written  Notices  to  Limewash  ditto  ... 

Visits  to  12  Bake-Houses  ... 

Orders,  given  by  the  Authority,  served 
Improved  or  fresh  Water  Supply  put  in 

Nuisances  Removed — 

Keeping  Pigs  contrary  to  Bye-Laws 
Accumulations  of  Manure,  Ashes  and,  Refuse  ... 

Defective  or  choked  Drains 

,,  ,,  Closets 

Broken  Shooting  to  Eaves  ... 

Overcrowding 

Smoke  Nuisances,  Bad  Smells,  &c. 

Dairies,  Milk  Shops,  and  Inn  Stable  Yards  regularly  visited  and  found  clean. 


Nos. 

369 

108 

624 

48 

48 

IO 

8 

7 
33 
40 
29 

2 

8 
33 


In  all  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  reported  to  me,  I  have  at  once  visited  and  seen  to  the 
arrangements  made  for  the  isolation  of  patients,  and  left  Printed  Notice  for  the  use  of  proper 
precautions,  supplied  disinfectants  wherever  required,  constantly  visited  the  houses  during 
illness,  and  at  the  proper  time  personally  attended  to  the  fumigating  and  cleansing  of  the 
infected  rooms. 

Jan.  2 1  st,  1895,  Wm.  H.  JENKINS,  Inspector 


50-1-95.-A.Y. 
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